
512 Unit 8: Assessment

MODULE 24
TEST  
CONSTRUCTION  
AND USE

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Characteristics of High-Quality Classroom Tests

•	 Validity

•	 Reliability

•	 Fairness and Practicality

➊	 Explain why validity, reliability, fairness, and practicality are important 

for classroom tests.

Test Preparation

•	 Developing a Test Blueprint

•	 Creating Selected-Response Items

•	 Creating Constructed-Response Items

➋	 Explain why a test blueprint is important for test planning and 

construction.

➌	 Compare and contrast the usefulness and scoring considerations of 

selected-response and constructed-response item formats.

Applications: Improving Your Test

•	 Test Administration Considerations

•	 Item and Distractor Analyses
➍	 Explain how item and distractor analyses can be used to improve the 

validity of a classroom test.

CHARACTERISTICS OF  
HIGH-QUALITY CLASSROOM TESTS

➊	 Explain why validity, reliability, fairness, and practicality are important for classroom tests.

Tests and quizzes are common classroom assessments that teachers use for formative and summa-
tive purposes. Before a lesson, teachers might use a quiz as a formative assessment, which gauges 
what students already know about content and what strengths and weaknesses they may have. 
Once a lesson or unit is completed, teachers use a test as a summative assessment for obtaining 
information about what students have mastered. Classroom tests, whether used for formative or 
summative purposes, need to be held to the same high standard of quality as standardized tests. 

Formative and 
summative assessment: 
See Module 23
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